	Physician Assistants

Administer or order diagnostic tests, such as x-ray, electrocardiogram, and laboratory tests.

Examine patients to obtain information about their physical condition.

Instruct and counsel patients about prescribed therapeutic regimens, normal growth and development, family planning, emotional problems of daily living, and health maintenance.

Interpret diagnostic test results for deviations from normal.

Make tentative diagnoses and decisions about management and treatment of patients.

Obtain, compile and record patient medical data, including health history, progress notes and results of physical examination.

Perform therapeutic procedures, such as injections, immunizations, suturing and wound care, and infection management.

Prescribe therapy or medication with physician approval.

Provide physicians with assistance during surgery or complicated medical procedures.

Visit and observe patients on hospital rounds or house calls, updating charts, ordering therapy, and reporting back to physician.

Order medical and laboratory supplies and equipment.

Supervise and coordinate activities of technicians and technical assistants.

	Required Knowledge for:  Physician Assistants
Medicine and Dentistry -- Knowledge of the information and techniques needed to diagnose and treat human injuries, diseases, and deformities. This includes symptoms, treatment alternatives, drug properties and interactions, and preventive health-care measures.

Biology -- Knowledge of plant and animal organisms, their tissues, cells, functions, interdependencies, and interactions with each other and the environment.

Chemistry -- Knowledge of the chemical composition, structure, and properties of substances and of the chemical processes and transformations that they undergo. This includes uses of chemicals and their interactions, danger signs, production techniques, and disposal methods.

Therapy and Counseling -- Knowledge of principles, methods, and procedures for diagnosis, treatment, and rehabilitation of physical and mental dysfunctions, and for career counseling and guidance.

Psychology -- Knowledge of human behavior and performance; individual differences in ability, personality, and interests; learning and motivation; psychological research methods; and the assessment and treatment of behavioral and affective disorders.

English Language -- Knowledge of the structure and content of the English language including the meaning and spelling of words, rules of composition, and grammar.

	Skills Required for:   Physician Assistants
Active Listening -- Giving full attention to what other people are saying, taking time to understand the points being made, asking questions as appropriate, and not interrupting at inappropriate times.

Speaking -- Talking to others to convey information effectively.

Reading Comprehension -- Understanding written sentences and paragraphs in work related documents.

Critical Thinking -- Using logic and reasoning to identify the strengths and weaknesses of alternative solutions, conclusions or approaches to problems.

Science -- Using scientific rules and methods to solve problems.

Service Orientation -- Actively looking for ways to help people.

Social Perceptiveness -- Being aware of others' reactions and understanding why they react as they do.

Judgment and Decision Making -- Considering the relative costs and benefits of potential actions to choose the most appropriate one.

Active Learning -- Understanding the implications of new information for both current and future problem-solving and decision-making.

Writing -- Communicating effectively in writing as appropriate for the needs of the audience.

	Abilities Required for:   Physician Assistants
Problem Sensitivity -- The ability to tell when something is wrong or is likely to go wrong. It does not involve solving the problem, only recognizing there is a problem.

Oral Comprehension -- The ability to listen to and understand information and ideas presented through spoken words and sentences.

Oral Expression -- The ability to communicate information and ideas in speaking so others will understand.

Near Vision -- The ability to see details at close range (within a few feet of the observer).

Information Ordering -- The ability to arrange things or actions in a certain order or pattern according to a specific rule or set of rules (e.g., patterns of numbers, letters, words, pictures, mathematical operations).

Written Expression -- The ability to communicate information and ideas in writing so others will understand.

Inductive Reasoning -- The ability to combine pieces of information to form general rules or conclusions (includes finding a relationship among seemingly unrelated events).

Written Comprehension -- The ability to read and understand information and ideas presented in writing.

Speech Clarity -- The ability to speak clearly so others can understand you.

	Job Activities for:   Physician Assistants
Assisting and Caring for Others -- Providing personal assistance, medical attention, emotional support, or other personal care to others such as coworkers, customers, or patients.

Getting Information -- Observing, receiving, and otherwise obtaining information from all relevant sources.

Identifying Objects, Actions, and Events -- Identifying information by categorizing, estimating, recognizing differences or similarities, and detecting changes in circumstances or events.

Communicating with Supervisors, Peers, or Subordinates -- Providing information to supervisors, co-workers, and subordinates by telephone, in written form, e-mail, or in person.

Handling and Moving Objects -- Using hands and arms in handling, installing, positioning, and moving materials, and manipulating things.

Judging the Qualities of Things, Services, or People -- Assessing the value, importance, or quality of things or people.

Processing Information -- Compiling, coding, categorizing, calculating, tabulating, auditing, or verifying information or data.

Updating and Using Relevant Knowledge -- Keeping up-to-date technically and applying new knowledge to your job.

Documenting/Recording Information -- Entering, transcribing, recording, storing, or maintaining information in written or electronic/magnetic form.

Establishing and Maintaining Interpersonal Relationships -- Developing constructive and cooperative working relationships with others, and maintaining them over time.
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